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Introductio n

Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE Academic) is an international computer -based

English | anguage test. Ut provides a measure of
assist education institutions and professional and government organizations tha t require a

standard of academic English language proficiency for admission purposes.

The Score Guideis designed for anyone who wants to learn more about how the different
tasks in PTE Academic are scored. The Guide will help you to understand:
1 What te st takers are assessed on
1 How to use scores reported on the score report
1 How to compare PTE Academic scores with scores on other English language tests
1 How automated scoring operates

The Guide has been bookmarked and linked so that you can access sections  quickly from
the YBContentsAN page and dip into the topics yol
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1. Reported Scores: An Overview

PTE Academic reports an overall score, communicative skills scores and enabling skills
scores.

Overall Score: 56
The Overall Score for the PTE Academic is based on the test taker's performance on all items in the test. The scores for
Communicative Skills and Enabling Skills are based on the test taker's performance on only thosa items that pertain to these
skills specifically. As many items contribute to more than one Communicative or Enabling Skill, the Overall Score cannot be

computed directly from the Communicative Skill scores or from the Enabling Skill scores. The graph below indicates this test
taker's Communicative Skills and Enabling Skills relative to his or her Overall Score.

When comparing the Overall Score and the scores for Communicative Skills and Enabling Skills, please be aware that there is
some imprecision in all measurement, depending on a variety of factors., For more information on interpreting PTE Academic
scores, pleasa refer to Interprating the PTE Academic Score Report which is available at
www.pearsonpte.com/pteacademic/scores.

Skills Profile

Communicative Skills Communicative Skills Overall Score

Listening 51 Listening L I

Reading 6% Reading y l

Speaking 47 Speaking i I

Writing 74 Writing I

Enabling Skills Enabling Skills

Grammar 70 Grammar I

Oral Fluency 37 Oral Fluency |

Pronunciation 47 Pronunciation ]

Spelling 61 Spelling |

Vocabulary 74 Vocabulary

Written Discourse 61 Written Discourse Ll A0 e b I P N /WA e e e
10 14 162226&343642;:%'_9505(?&5862667074788286

Overall score

The overall score is base d on performance on all test items (tasks in the test consisting of
instructions, questions or prompts, answer opportunities and scoring rules). Each test taker
does between 70 and 91 items in any given test and there are 20 different item types. For

each item, the score given contributes to the overall score. The score range is 10 790 points.

Communicative skills scores

The communicative skills measured are listening , reading , speaking and writing . ltems
testing these communicative skills also test specifi ¢ subskills. For integrated skills items (that
is, those assessing reading and speaking, listening and speaking, reading and writing,

listening and writing, or listening and reading) the item score contributes to the score for

the communicative skills that the item assesses. The score range for each skill is 10 z90
points.
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Enabling skills scores

The enabling skills are used to rate performance in the productive skills of speaking and

writing. The enabling skills measured are grammar , oral fluency , pronuncia tion , spelling ,
vocabulary , and written discourse . The scores for enabling skills are based on

performance on only those items that assess these skills specifically. The score range for

each skill is 10790 points.

The enabling skills reported are describe d as follows:

Grammar Correct use of language with respect to word form and word order at the
sentence level .

Oral fluency Smooth, effortless and natural -paced delivery of speech .
Pronunciation Production of speech sounds in a way that is easily underst andable to
most regular speakers of the language. Regional or national varieties of
English pronunciation are considered correct to the degree that they are
easily understandable to most regular speakers of the language
Spelling Writing of words accordin g to the spelling rules of the language. All
national variations are considered correct, but one spelling convention
should be used consistently in a given response

Vocabulary Appropriate choice of words used to express meaning, as well as lexical
range.

Written discourse Correct and communicatively efficient production of written language at
the textual level. Written discourse skills are represented in the structure
of a written text, its internal coherence, logical development and the
range of linguis tic resources used to express meaning precisely

Scores for enabling skills are not awarded when responses are inappropriate for the items

in either content or form. For example, if an essay task requires the test taker to discuss the
environment, butth e t est takerAs response is entirely d
sport, no score points will be given for the response, and none of the enabling skills be

scored for the item.

In relation to form, if a task requires a one -sentence summary of a text and the response
consists of a list of words, no score points for the response will be given.
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2. Iltem Scoring: An Overview

All items in PTE Academic are machine scored. Scores for some item types are based on
correctness alone, while others are based on co rrectness, formal aspects and the quality of
the response.

Formal aspects refer to the form of the response: for example, whether it is over or under

the word limit for a particular item type. The quality of the response is represented in the
enabling skills. For example, in the item type Retell lecture the response is scored on skills
such as oral fluency and pronunciation.

Scores for item types assessing speaking and writing skills are generated by automated
scoring systems. There are two types of sc oring:

Correct or incorrect

Some item types are scored as either correct or incorrect. If responses are correct, a score
of 1 score point will be given, but if they are incorrect, no score points are awarded.

Partial credit

Other item types are scored as correct, partially correct or incorrect. If responses to these
items are correct, the maximum score points available for each item type will be received,
but if they are partly correct, some score points will be given, but less than the maximum
available for the item type. If responses are incorrect, no score points will be received.

The tables that follow give an overview of how the 20 item types in the three parts of PTE
Academic are scored. They also show timings, the number of items in any given test | the

communicative skills, enabling skills and other elements scored.

\ Part 1 Speaking and Writing  (approx. 77293 minutes)

Item type Time Number Scoring Communicative skills, enabling
allowed of items skills and other traits scored

Read aloud 30-35 6-7 Partial credit Reading and speaking
minu tes Oral fluency, pronunciation
Content

Repeat sentence 10-12 Partial credit Listening and speaking
Oral fluency, pronunciation
Content

Describe image 6-7 Partial credit Speaking
Oral fluency, pronunciation
Content

Version 9/ March 2018



\ Part 1 Speaking and Writing

(@approx. 77293 minutes)

Time Number Scoring Communicative skills, enabling
allowed of items skills and other traits scored
Re-tell lecture 3-4 Partial credit Listening and speaking
Oral fluency, pronunciation
Content
Answer short 10-12 Correct/ Listening and speaking
guestion incorrect Vocabulary
Summarize written 20-30 2-3 Partial credit Reading and w riting
text minutes Grammar, vocabulary
Content, form
Write essay 20-40 1-2 Partial credit Writing
minutes Grammar, vocabulary, spelling,

written discourse

Content; development, structure
and coherence; form, general
linguistic range

Part 2 Reading (approximately 32 z41 minutes)

Item type Time Number Scoring Communicative skills,
allowed of items enabling skills and other
traits scored
Multiple -choice, 32-41 2-3 Correct/ Reading
choose single minutes incorrect
answer
Multiple -choice, 2-3 Partial credit (for Reading
choose multiple each correct
answers response. Points
deducted for
incorrect options
chosen)
Re-order paragraphs 2-3 Partial credit (for Reading
each correctly
ordered, adjacent
pair)
Reading: Fill in the 4-5 Partial credit (for Reading
blanks each correctly
completed blank)
Reading and writing: 5-6 Partial credit (for Reading and writing
Fill in the blanks each correctly
completed blank)
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Item type

Part 3 Listening (approx. 45z57 minutes)

Summarize spoken
text minutes

Multiple zchoice,
choose multiple
answers

Fill in the blanks

Highlight correct
summary

Multiple -choi ce,
choose single
answer

Select missing word

Highlight incorrect
words

Write f rom dictation

each word
spelled correctly)

Time Number Scoring Communicative skil s,
allowed of items enabling skills and other
traits scored
20-30 2-3 Partial credit Listening and writing
Grammar, vocabulary, spelling
Content, form
23-28 2-3 Partial credit (for Listening
minutes each corre ct
response. Points
deducted for
incorrect options
chosen)
2-3 Partial credit Listening and writing
(each correct
word spelled
correctly)
2-3 Correct/ Listening and reading
incorrect
2-3 Correct/ Listening
incorrect
2-3 Correct/ Listening
Incorrect
2-3 Partial credit (for Listening and reading
each word. Points
deducted for
incorrect options
chosen)
3-4 Partial credit (for Listening and writing

Please note: The minimum and maximum timings indicated for the sections of each part of

the test do not add up to the total timings stated. This is because differen

t versions of the

test are balanced for total length. No test taker will get the maximum or minimum times

indicated.

Example of item scoring

The diagram below illustrates how different types of scores reported in the PTE Academic
score report are compute d for the item type Write essay .
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+ Content (if 0, no further scoring)

+ Form (if 0, no further scoring) Enabling skills scores
+ Other traits

+ Vocabulary Vocabulary

+ Spelling Spelling

+ Grammar Grammar

+ Development, structure and coherence Written discourse

+ General linguistic range

= Total item score Communicative skills
Score: Writing

Overall score

The item type is rated on content; form; vocabulary; spelling; grammar; development,
structure and coherence; and general linguistic range.

The item is first scored on content . If no response or an irrelevant response i s given, the
content is scored as 0.

If an acceptable response is provided (a score is received for content), the item will be
scored on form . If the response is of the appropriate length, a score will be given and the
response will then be rated on the remaining traits: vocabulary , spelling , grammar ;
development , structure and coherence ; and general linguistic range

The scores for content, form and the enabling skills traits (vocabulary, spelling, grammar,
development, structure and coherence, and gen eral linguistic range) add up to the total
item score .

The enabling skills scores awarded for the item contribute to the enabling skills scores
reported for performance on the entire test, which for this particular item type include

vocabulary, spelling, grammar and written discourse.

The total item score contributes to the  communicative skills  score for writing, as well as to
the overall score reported for performance on the entire test.
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3. Item Scoring: Skills Tested and Scoring
Criteria

Please note: The scoring criteria used by human raters for PTE Academic are given. This
serves to give an understanding of what test takers need to demonstrate in their responses.
The automated scoring engines are trained on scores given by human raters. The scores
indicated for each trait undergo a number of complex calculations to produce the total item
score.

Part 1 Speaking and writing

Read aloud

Communicative skills tested: Reading and speaking .

Subskillstested: Udenti fying a writer As peyungerstanding st yl e,
academic vocabulary; reading a text under timed conditions

Speaking for a purpose (to repeat, to inform, to explain); reading a text aloud; speaking at a
natural rate; producing fluent speech; using correct intonation; using correct pron unciation;
using correct stress; speaking under timed conditions

Look at the text below. In 40 seconds, you must read this text aloud as naturally and clearly as possible. You have 40 seconds to read
aloud.

Recorded Answer

Current Status:
Beginning in 40 seconds.

( )

The development of easy-to-use statistical software has changed the way statistics is being taught and learned. Students
can make transformations of variables, create graphs of distributions of variables, and select among statistical analyses all at
the click of a button. However, even with these advancements, students sometimes still find statistics to be an arduous task.
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Scoring

Communicative skills
Enabling skills and other
traits scored

Version 9/ March 2018

Reading and speaking

Content:

Each replacement, omission or insertion of a word counts as one
error

Maximum scor e: depends on the length of the item prompt

Pronunciation:

5 Native -like

4 Advanced

3 Good

2 Intermediate

1 Intrusive

0 Non-English

(Detailed criteria on p 24)

Oral fluency:

5 Native -like

4 Advanced

3 Good

2 Intermediate

1 Limited,

0 Disfluent

(Detailed criteria on p 24)
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Repeat sentence

Communicative skills tested: Listening and speaking .

Subskills tested: Understanding academic vocabulary; inferring the meaning of unfamiliar
words; comprehending varia tions in tone, speed and accent.

Speaking for a purpose (to repeat, to inform, to explain); speaking at a natural rate;
producing fluent speech; using correct intonation; using correct pronunci ation; using correct
stress; speaking under timed conditions

You will hear a sentence. Please repeat the sentence exactly as you hear it. You will hear the sentence only once.

Status: Beginning in 3 seconds.

Volume

( )

Recorded Answer

Current Status:
Beginning in 8 seconds.

( )

Scoring

Communicative skills Listening and speaking

Enabling skills and Content:

other traits scored Errors = replacements, omissions and insertions only

Hesitations, filled or unfilled p auses, leading or trailing material are
ignored in the scoring of content

3 All words in the response from the prompt in the correct sequence
2 At least 50% of words in the response from the prompt in the
correct sequence

1 Less than 50% of words in the re sponse from the prompt in the
correct sequence

0 Almost nothing from the prompt in the response
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Pronunciation:

5 Native -like

4 Advanced

3 Good

2 Intermediate

1 Intrusive

0 Non-English

(Detailed criteria on p24)

Oral fluency:

5 Native -like

4 Advanced

3 Good

2 Intermediate

1 Limited

0 Disfluent

(Detailed criteria on p24)
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Describ e image

Communicative skills tested: Speaking

Subskills tested: Speaking for a purpose (to repeat, inform, explain); supporting an opinion
with details, examples and explanations; organizing an oral presentation in a logical way;
developing complex ideas within a spoken discourse; using words and phrases appropriate
to the context; using correct grammar; speaking at a natural rate; producing fluent speech;
using correct intonation; using correct pronunciation; using correct stress; speaking under
timed con ditions .

Look at the map below. In 25 seconds, please speak into the microphone and describe in detail what the map is showing. You will have 40
seconds to give your response.

Recorded Answer

Current Status:
Beginning in 23 seconds.

Scoring

Communicative skills Speaking

Enabling skills and Content:

other traits scored 5 Describes all elements of the image and their relationships, possible
development and conclusion or implications

4 Describes all the key elements of the image and their relations,
referring to their implications or conclusions

3 Deals with most key elements of the image and refers to their
implications or conclusions

2 Deals with only one key element in the image and refers to an
implication or conclusion . Shows basic understanding of several core
elements of the image

1 Describes some basic elements of the image, but does not make clear
their interrelations or implications

0 Mentions some disjointed elements of the presentation

Pronunciation:
5 Native -like

Version 9/ March 2018 15
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4 Advanced

3 Good

2 Intermediate

1 Intrusive

0 Non-English

(Detailed criteria on p 24)

Oral fluency:

5 Native -like

4 Advanced

3 Good

2 Intermediate

1 Limited

0 Disfluent

(Detailed criteria on p 24)
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Re-tell lecture

Communicative skills tested: Listening and speaking .

Subskills tested: Identifying the topic, theme or main ideas; identifying supporting points
or exampl es; i dent ipbsg,istyley tore oratitede; knelerstasding u r
academic vocabulary; inferring the meaning of unfamiliar words; comprehending explicit
and implicit information; comprehending concrete and abstract information; classifying and
categorizing information; followi ng an oral sequencing of information; comprehending
variations in tone, speed and accent.

Speaking for a purpose (to repeat, to inform, to explain); supporting an opinion with details,
examples and explanations; organizing an oral presentation in a logica | way; developing
complex ideas within a spoken discourse; using words and phrases appropriate to the
context; using correct grammar; speaking at a natural rate; producing fluent speech; using
correct intonation; using correct pronunciation; using correct stress; speaking under timed
conditions.

You will hear a lecture. After listening to the lecture, in 10 seconds, please speak into the microphone and retell what you have just heard
from the lecture in your own words. You will have 40 seconds to give your response.

Status: Playing

Volume /

Recorded Answer

Current Status:
Beginning in 51 seconds.

Version 9/ March 2018
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Scoring

Communicative skills

Enabling skills and
other traits scored

Version 9/ March 2018

Listening and speaking

Content:

5 Re-tells all points of the presentation and describes characters,
aspects and actions, their relations hips, the underlying development,
implications and conclusions

4 Describes all key points of the presentation and their relations,
referring to their implications and conclusions

3 Deals with most points in the presentation and refers to their
implications and conclusions

2 Deals with only one key point and refers to an implication or
conclusion. Shows basic understanding of several core elements of the
presentation

1 Describes some basic elements of the presentation but does not
make clear their interrelat ions or implications

0 Mentions some disjointed elements of the presentation

Pronunciation:

5 Native-like

4 Advanced

3 Good

2 Intermediate

1 Intrusive

0 Non-English

(Detailed criteria on p 24)

Oral fluency:

5 Native -like

4 Advanced

3 Good

2 Intermediate

1 Limited

0 Disfluent

(Detailed criteria on p 24)
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Answer short question

Communicative skills tested: Listening and speaking .

Subskills tested: Identifying the topic, theme or main ideas; understanding academic
vocabulary; inferring the meaning of unfamiliar words

Speaking for a purpose (to repeat, to inform, to explain); using words and phrases
appropriate to the context; speaking under timed con  ditions

You will hear a question. Please give a simple and short answer. Often just one or a few words is enough.

Status: Playing

Volume J

Recorded Answer

Current Status:
Beginning in 5 seconds.

Scoring

Communicative skills

Listening and speaking
Correct/incorrect:

1 Appropriate word choice in response
0 Inappropriate word choice in response
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Summarize written text

Communicative skills tested: Reading and writing .

Subskillstes ted: Readi ng a passage under timed condi

style, tone or attitude; comprehending explicit and implicit information; comprehending
concrete and abstract information.

Writing a summary; writing under timed conditions; ta  king notes while reading a text;
synthesizing information; writing to meet strict length requirements; communicating the
main points of a reading passage in writing; using words and phrases appropriate to the
context; using correct grammar.

Read the passage below and summarize it using one sentence. Type your response in the box at the bottom of the screen. You have 10
minutes to finish this task. Your response will be judged on the quality of your writing and on how well your response presents the key
points in the passage.

‘Just-in-Time' is a method of manufacturing products which aims to minimise production time, production costs, and the amount of stock held in the
factory. Raw materials and supplies arrive at the factory as they are required, and consequently there is very little stack sitting idle at any one time.
Each stage of the production process finishes just hefore the next stage is due to commence and therefare the lead-time is significantly reduced.
With a just-in-time’ production system, the level of production is related to the demand for the output (i.e. the number of orders) rather than simply
producing finished goods and waiting for orders. This means that raw materials and stock only need to be ordered from suppliers as required.

Just in time.. |

Total Word Count: 3

Scoring

Communicative skills Reading and writing

Content:

2 Provides a good summary of the text. All relevant aspects mentioned
1 Provides a fair summary of the text but misses one or two aspects

0 Omits or misrepresents th e main aspects of the text

Enabling skills and Form:

other traits scored 1 Is written in one, single, complete sentence

0 Not written in one, single, complete sentence or contains fewer than
5 or more than 75 words. Summary is written in capital letters

Grammar:
2 Has correct grammatical s tructure

Version 9/ March 2018
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1 Contains grammatical errors but with no hindrance to
communication

0 Has defective grammatical structure which could hinder
communication

Vocabulary:

2 Has appropriate choice of words

1 Contains lexical errors but with no hindrance to communi cation
0 Has defective word choice which could hinder communication
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Write essay

Communicative skills tested: Writing

Subskills tested:  Writing for a purpose (to learn, to inform, to persuade); supporting an
opinion with details, examples and explanati ons; organizing sentences and paragraphs in a
logical way; developing complex ideas within a complete essay; using words and phrases
appropriate to the context; using correct grammar; using correct spelling; using correct
mechanics; writing under timed con ditions .

Scoring

Communicative skills Writing

Enabling skills and Content:

other traits scored 3 Adequately deals with the prompt

2 Deals with the prompt but does not deal with one minor aspect

1 Deals with the prompt but omits a major aspect or mo  re than one
minor aspect

0 Does not deal properly with the prompt

Form:

2 Length is between 200 and 300 words

1 Length is between 120 and 199 or between 301 and 380 words

0 Length is less than 120 or more than 380 words. Essay is written in
capital lett ers, contains no punctuation or only consists of bullet points
or very short sentences
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